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STOLEN GENERATIONS, GOVERNMENT’S COMMITMENT 

1151. Mrs MARTIN to the Minister for Indigenous Affairs: 
Will the minister confirm the State Government’s commitment to helping members of the stolen generations 
reunite with their families? 

Mr CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  This issue is very important in Western Australia, to not 
only the people who are directly affected by the families separated under the stolen generations policy, but also 
the broader community.  It is an issue to which we must reconcile ourselves.  We must provide every assistance 
that we can to people who were directly impacted on, so that they can trace their family histories and, when they 
have done that, make the physical connection with their families if they are unable otherwise to get back to their 
country. 

It must be difficult for most members to appreciate the big stumbling block in the way of people who have very 
limited means to physically get themselves to the place from which they were taken as children and to make that 
reconnection.  The issue was brought to my attention during Reconciliation Week by the “Bringing them home” 
committee.  That committee sought some funding to allow the reuniting process to take place for members of the 
stolen generations.  The committee raised concerns about the lack of counselling for those people when they had 
been reunited with family members.  I asked the Department of Indigenous Affairs to try to find some internal 
funds to assist with these matters.   

Incidentally, this morning I met Premier Paul Okalik of Nunavut, which is the newly created thirteenth Canadian 
territory.  Nunavut is an area of land the same size in land mass as Western Australia, with a population of about 
30 000.  Mr Okalik was elected in 1999 as the first premier.  Some members may recall the celebrations shown 
on television.  Nunavut has all the issues that we have in Western Australia.  It was fascinating listening to him 
and speaking to him privately about the way in which his Government has tried to reconnect families.  Like 
Western Australia, a family separation policy occurred there with the same ramifications for people going 
through the same kind of process.  Nunavut is using different methods and, importantly, governance is now 
being addressed.  That is a matter that we in Western Australia must also address in the bigger picture. 

In answer to the specific issue raised by the member for Kimberley, a $55 000 grant has been provided to the 
“Bringing them home” committee to set up a trust fund to assist Aboriginal people return to the country from 
which they were removed by the separation policy.  The fund was one of the key recommendations arising from 
the “Bringing them home” report, and it was set up in direct response to the Report of the National Inquiry into 
the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children from Their Families.  The committee intends to 
complement the services that are currently provided under the building solid families program.  The trust fund 
will assist individuals who are unable to access reunion services because of the inflexibility of the national 
program. 

For the record, the trustees of the fund, some of whom will be familiar to some members of Parliament, are 
Helen Corbett, Pat Dudgeon, Rose Murray, Barry Preece and Sir Ronald Wilson.  The criteria for accessing the 
funds will have the same guidelines as those for the building solid families program. 

I believe that we have done a tremendous amount in Western Australia in the past 16 months in the area of 
indigenous policy, reconciliation, putting in place better structures to deal with Aboriginal issues, the formalised 
relationship with that, and the commitment to adjust and have better relationships with indigenous people.  This 
fund is a significant component of the resolution of those matters.   

It is a great pleasure to be the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, to see these programs put in place and, following 
their implementation, to see the positive response from and the benefits that flow to the indigenous community.   

I thank the member for Kimberley for the question.  I hope that in the next couple of weeks Western Australia 
will see in other areas that the Government is committed to revamping the way in which we deal with 
governance and empowerment issues in communities and furthering the situation generally of indigenous people 
in Western Australia.   
 


